Mineral and Their Properties

What is a mineral? 
· A mineral is a naturally occurring, inorganic solid that has a crystal structure and a definite chemical composition
Five Characteristics that ALL Minerals Share:
1. Naturally occurring: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Inorganic: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Solid: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Crystal structure: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Definite chemical composition: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Identifying Minerals:
We can identify minerals using these tests:
· Hardness- Mohs Hardness Scale: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Color: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Streak: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Luster: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Density: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Crystal Systems: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Cleavage and Fracture: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Special Properties:
· Fluorescence			-- Double Refraction
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